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Our mission: Building bridges to independence for Arkansans with autism.  

 
About Us: The Arkansas Autism Foundation (AAF) was founded in February 2017 by local Arkansas-based autism 
advocates who want to make a direct impact on the autism community in Arkansas. AAF helps individuals and 
families with autism across their lifespan and provides autism-friendly events and relevant workshops and 
training opportunities. We raise awareness about autism and provide important resources and support to 
families, and are committed to funding yearly grants for innovative or already existing programs that improve 
the lives of those affected by autism. AAF promotes activities targeting development of social skills, opens doors 
to jobs or internships at local companies, supports and encourages local entrepreneurship, supports businesses 
that seek specifically to train and hire individuals with autism and strives to create more options for housing and 
support for independent living. 

 
AAF is proud of our many accomplishments throughout this fiscal year. We hosted outreach tables at Sherwood 
Fest, Hillcrest’s HarvestFest, Mindfest, TEAM UP for Autism Conference, a 4-H Agent In-Service Training, Strike 
Out for Autism and AAROC’s Zoo Day.  AAF co-hosted two teen/young adult socials with Fellowship Bible 
Church.  We hosted our signature outreach event, the Autism Festival and Walk and our signature fundraising 
event, the Blue Tie Blue Jean Ball.  We opened our first call for proposals for grants with funding of up to $8500 
in the 2018/2019 fiscal year.  In addition, we hosted an Autism Awareness Night with the Arkansas Travelers and 
hosted a Transition Supports for Post-Secondary Education and Employment Seminar.  AAF welcomes and 
encourages individuals with autism to volunteer at all of these events along with  members of our community. 

 
The Arkansas Autism Foundation is a registered 501c3 non-profit organization. 
 
 
2017/2018 Revenues 
Reserves   $15,090 
Fundraising   $24,481 
Donations   $  6,073 
TOTAL:    $45,644   
 
 
2017/2018 Expenses 
Administrative   $  1,792 
Fundraising   $10,106 
Programs/Outreach  $  3,565 
TOTAL:    $15,463 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Dawn Itzkowitz, Chairperson, 
Autism Walk and Committee 
Co-Chair 
 
Belle Veiga, Vice-Chairperson, 
Marketing Committee Chair 
 
Terri Roberts – Secretary, 
Autism Walk and Committee 
Co-Chair 
 
Devon Carlson – Treasurer 
 
Christy Chance – Blue Tie Blue 
Jean Ball Chair 
 
Tara Derby - Director 
 
Jon Flaxman – Director 
 
Jill Flaxman – Director 
 
Cindy Fong – Grants 
Committee Chairperson 
 
Diane Schratz – Director 
 
Annette Mencer – 
Governance Committee Chair 
 
Shawntell Pokorny – Finance 
and Audit Committee Chair 
 
Bethany Splawn – Director 
 
Patrick Thomas – Director 
 
Adam Young – Director 
 
Casey Moser - Director 
 
Peter Petropoulakos – 
Director 
 
Ally Thomlinson - Director 
 
 
 
 

2018 AUTISM FESTIVAL AND WALK SPONSORS 

ATA MARTIAL ARTS, ARVEST BANK, BLUE CHIP ICE COMPANY, BRIAN AND DAWN 
ITZKOWITZ, CHICK-FIL-A, CHRIS AND TERRI ROBERTS, FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH, 
GINNIE LEVAR, HARDEE’S, HILAND DAIRY, JILL AND JON FLAXMAN, KIDS BEING KIDS 
THERAPY, KROGER, MOBILE VIDEO GAME STATION, MOE’S SOUTHWEST GRILL, PINK 
PUEBLO DESIGN STUDIO, PREMIUM REFRESHMENT SERVICE, PULASKI COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, PURPLE COW, R&E SUPPLY, RENEW COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, STARBUCKS, UPS STORE, WALMART, WAR MEMORIAL STADIUM, WELSCO 

2018 BLUE TIE BLUE JEAN BALL SPONSORS 

Dr. Joshua and Christina Chance 
in Honor of Alex Chance 

 
Bonita and Brian “Max” 

Minchew/AWILDZ Foundation  
 

Brian and Dawn Itzkowitz 
 

Dr. Jill and Jon Flaxman 
 

Keith and Sally Riggs 
 

Northwestern Mutual Little Rock – 
Raymond Bertasi & Nathan Kinard 

 
Pat’s Beverage Shop 

 

Bill Huffman 
 
 


